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Monica Heimdal 
Region VIIIENF-T 
999 18th Street, Suite 500 
Denver, CO 80202-2466 

RE: St. Louis Tunnel settling ponds 

Hi Monica, 

Enclosed are photos taken on Sunday, March 26th of the upper most settling pond for the St. 
Louis tunnel discharge breaching into the Dolores River. Again, I'm expressing concern that 
total abandonment of maintaining the settling ponds is not only jeopardizing their effectiveness 
but also their very integrity. Spring run-off will be occurring in the next several weeks. I believe 
the situation requires immediate attention in order to protect this priority one classification 
stretch of river. 

In addition, we like to schedule a community meeting with EPA and State officials, and State 
representatives if possible, sometime in June to discuss the current situation and progress of the 
Dept. of Justice action. Please let me know if you or other EPA representatives would be willing 
to attend. Finally, the Town is beginning to work with a local water shed forum. I believe it 
would be very beneficial to institute a more complete sampling and monitoring program around 
Rico which would collect data during high and low flows at different times of the year. Besides 
the mine pollution, Rico is the only significant private land area in the upper east fork of the 
Dolores watershed so most potential growth impacts to the river will probably occur in this area. 

Finally, I've enclosed a recent article I read regarding pollution permit monitoring and 
enforcement. 

Thanks for your consideration ,̂ 

Eric James Heil 

Cc: Annette Quill, Attorney General's Office 
Greg Brandt, CDOHE 
Governor Owen's Office 
Kay Alexander, State Representative 
Jim Dyer, State Senator 
Rico Town Board of Trustees 
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Water pollution enforcement failing in Colorado 
Washington, D.C. - A review of 

government records shows that 
officials in Colorado have allowed 
critically important water pollution 
permits to expire, effectively issu
ing industries a license to pollute. 
The review, released today by 
Friends of the Earth and the 
Environmental Working Croup, 
also concludes that there is cur
rently little action afoot to correct 
die problem. 

Pollution permits are the legally 
binding agreements with factories 
and sewage treatment plants that 
limit die volumes and types of pol
lution of the nation's lakes and 
rivers. These permits are the basis 
of virtually all water pollution 

tracking and reduction, as well as 
enforcement of water pollution 
laws. Under the Clean Water Act, 
the nation's cornerstone water pol
lution law, permits must be 
renewed at least every five years. 
With each new permit, the pollu
tion limits are lowered toward the 
eventual goal of zero pollution. 

The findings come amidst 
growing concern that governors of 
many states and the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
are not enforcing basic pollution 
laws, and many environmental ana
lysts are worried. Without up-to-
date permits, environmentalists 
say states handcuff their environ
mental enforcement staff. 

According to the EPA data cited 
in the report, there are 102 Clean 
Water, Act permits classified as 
major in the state of Colorado. 
Fifty percent (51 permits) were 
reported as expired as of mid-
January this year. The data indicate 
that on average an expired permit 
in Colorado awaits renewal for 
about two years. Colorado is 
among a group of seven states and 
the District of Columbia where 
onehalf or more of the major per
mits are out of date. 

"If you or I were driving a car 
or operating a small business with
out a valid, up-to-date license, we'd 
be fined or arrested," said Larry 
Bohlen, director of health and 
environment programs at Friends 
of the Earth. "Factories and 
sewage treatment plants should 
not be allowed to operate with 
expired permits. Governor Owens 

and state officials need to do their 
jobs and get these permits up to 
date." 

Friends of the Earth and the 
Environmental Working Group 
conducted a review of the publicly 
"available water pollution records 
from the 50 states and the District 
of Columbia. They found that 44 
states and D.C. have allowed 10 
percent or more of their permits to 
expire. 

"Industries and their allies fn 
state governments will whine about 
the costs of permitting. The fact is 
that up-to-date permits give busi
nesses the opportunity to modern
ize the way they control their waste 
stream, which saves them money," 
said Velma Smith, author of the 
report and a senior analyst at 
Friends of the Earth. 

"Without up-to-date permits, 
how do states think they'll enforce 

our environmental laws?" asked 
John Coequyt, an analyst with 
Environmental Working Group. 

Friends of the Earth rated 
states on a pass-fail basis, and the 
grade for each state was assigned 
based on the percentage of 
expired permits at the start of the 
year. States with more than 10 per
cent of their permits expired were 
failed based" upon a 10 percent 
maximum backlog set by the EPA. 
The analysis looked only at 
"major" permits - a designation 
of those facilities that have the 
greatest potential to lower water 
quality due to the volume or type 
of pollutants discharged. 

Nevada, Rhode Island, Oregon 
and Nebraska all had more than 
two-thirds of their permits expired. 

The Clean Water Report Card is 
avai lable  on the  Web a t  
<www.foe.org/cleanwater/grades>. 

Free white pine trees available 
Ten free white pine trees will be 

given to each person who joins 
The Nat ional  Arbor  Day 
Foundation during March 2000. 

The free trees are part of the 
nonprofit foundation's efforts to 
support tree planting for the new 
millennium. 

»T-1 .t:,. ,;n 

the beginning of the millenni-. 
urn." 

The trees will be shipped post
paid at the right time for planting 
between March 1 and May 31 with 
enclosed planting instructions. 
The 6 to 12-inch trees are guaran
teed to grow or they will be 
ronldrort fripf" nf rhaiVE. 

and "The Tree Book" widi infor
mation about tree-planting and 
care. 

To become a member of the 
foundation and receive die free 
trees, send a $10 contribution to 
Ten Free White Pine Trees, 
National Arbor Day Foundation, 
100 Arbor Avenue, Nebraska City. 

http://www.foe.org/cleanwater/grades



